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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 7/12/04, and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 1-10 are pending. 

Specification 

2. The substitute title was received on 7/12/04. The title is acceptable. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see page 8, filed 7/12/04, with respect to the objection to 
the drawings have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objection of drawings 
has been withdrawn. 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 7/12/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument regarding the rejection of claim 1, wherein 
on pages 8-1 1 , the applicant explains how the current invention differs from the 
teaching of Watanabe et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,170,428 (hereinafter Watanabe). 
Particularly, the applicant states that Watanabe does not teach or suggest that when a 
start of ring-type multiple-address transmission has been selected, transmitter 
information is added, and, when a transfer of ring-type multiple-address reception has 
been selected, the transmitter information is not added. Examiner respectfully 
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disagrees. When the facsimile apparatus of fig. 2 or fig. 6 is used as a transmitting 
facsimile apparatus (fax 2), a start of a ring-type multiple-address transmission 
instruction is inputted via the operation unit 7 (col. 3, lines 7-14). When the facsimile 
apparatus of fig. 2 or fig. 6 is used as a repeater station, CPU 6, in conjunction with 
detection circuits 12 and 13, selects/determines to perform a transfer of a ring-type 
multiple-address reception based on the received instruction from the transmitting 
facsimile apparatus (col. 3, lines 27-45). The applicant seems to claim that the transfer 
selector and the start selector are incorporated in the operation unit. However, it is 
noted that this difference is not apparent in the current claim wording. Even if the 
transfer selector is a part of the operation unit, Watanabe clearly teaches that the 
transfer of ring-type multiple-address reception can be selected by selecting means (col. 

5, lines 3-16). 

Moreover, referring to col. 6, lines 21-22, it is apparent that the telephone number 
of the transmitting facsimile apparatus is added when a start of ring-type multiple- 
address transmission has been selected. The telephone number is added and 
transmitted to the repeater station in order to (1 ) transmit back the transmit repeating 
result to the transmitting facsimile apparatus (fig. 3, S 29 & S30) and (2) register/store 
the telephone number of the transmitting facsimile apparatus in the repeater station (col. 

6, lines 21-31 and col. 5, lines 41-46). Further, when a transfer of ring-type multiple- 
address transmission has been selected, it is also apparent that the repeater station 
does not add the transmitter information, the phone number of the transmitting facsimile 
apparatus, again since it was added already by the transmitting facsimile apparatus. 
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Although Watanabe is silent as to whether or not the added phone number of the 
transmitting facsimile apparatus is transmitted to the final destination, it can be 
concluded that the repeater does not add the phone number again in the facsimile data 
because it is already added/included by the transmitting facsimile apparatus. 

Accordingly, the rejection of claim 1 is maintained. 

Independent claim 6 is a method claim corresponding to apparatus claim 1. 
Thus, the rejection of claim 6 is also maintained. 

In response to applicant's argument regarding the rejection of claim 4, examiner 
maintains the rejection at least the same reasons as presented above in connection 
with claim 1 . That is, the repeater station transfers received data without adding the 
transmitter information (the phone number of the transmitting facsimile apparatus) to the 
final destination when the data is assigned to be subjected to ring-type multiple-address 
processing, and the transmitting facsimile apparatus transfers the received data (from 
read unit 8) with the transmitter information added when the data is not assigned to be 
subjected to ring-type multiple-address processing (figs. 3 and 5). 

Accordingly, the rejection of claim 4 is maintained. 

Independent claim 9 is a method claim corresponding to apparatus claims 1 and 

4. Thus, the rejection of claim 9 is also maintained. 

5. Therefore, the rejection of claims 1-5, as cited in the Office action dated 4/8/04, 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b), as being anticipated by Watanabe is maintained and 
repeated in this Office action. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Watanabe. 

6. Regarding claim 1 , Watanabe et al. discloses a communication apparatus 
(facsimile) adapted to perform ring-type multiple-address transmission (relay operation, 
as defined in the specification of the instant application), said apparatus comprising: 

a registration unit (fig. 2, #9, column 2, lines 48-68, column 3, lines 1-4) arrange 
to register a sub-address signal and a communication specification so as to correspond 
to a memory box; 

a start selector, (fig. 2, #7, column 3, lines 5-26) arranged to select a start of a 
ring-type multiple-address transmission; 

a ring-type multiple address reception transfer selector, (fig. 2, #12 & #13, 
column 3, lines 27-45) arranged to select a transfer of a ring-type multiple-address 
reception; and 

a controller, (fig. 2, #6, column 2, lines 48-68, column 3, lines 1-4) arranged to 
perform a control operation so that, when a start of a ring-type multiple address 
transmission has been selected, transmitter information is added, and when a transfer 
of ring-type multiple-address reception has been selected, the transmitter information is 
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not added. Watanabe discloses in column 4, lines 45-55, that if the operation is a relay 
operation then the information of the relay station is not added to the transmitted 
information. 

7. Regarding claim 2, Watanabe et al. discloses a communication apparatus 
(facsimile) adapted to perform ring-type multiple-address transmission, wherein said 
controller performs a control operation so that, when a start of ring-type multiple- 
address transmission has been selected, information indicating ring-type multiple- 
address transmission and information indicating a nickname of information to be 
transmitted are added as transmitter information. Watanabe discloses in column 3, 
lines 5-26, that the transmitter or originating unit information is added to the transmitted 
document. Therefore, it would be inherent that the information that is preprogrammed 
within the originating unit as to the unit's information, be added to a transmitted 
document, and that if a nickname is used to describe the unit then a nickname would be 
added to the transmitted information. 

8. Regarding claim 3, Watanabe et al. discloses a communication apparatus 
(facsimile) adapted to perform ring-type multiple-address transmission, wherein said 
controller performs a control operation so that, when the sub-address signal and a 
transfer to a predetermined address, (column 3, lines 5-26) serving as communication 
specification, are registered in said registration unit so as to correspond to the memory 
box, if the registered sub-address signal is received, the transmitter information is 
added, and the received information is transferred to the predetermined address. The 
claim is interpreted to mean, that if a plurality of addresses is to receive a transmitted 
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document then the transmitted information of the originating unit's information is added 
to the document. Watanabe discloses that the information of originating unit is added 
not the information of any relay units. 

9. Regarding claim 5, Watanabe et al. discloses a communication apparatus 
(facsimile) adapted to perform ring-type multiple-address transmission, wherein said 
controller performs a control operation so that, when the sub-address signal and a 
transfer to a predetermined address, (column 3, lines 5-26) serving as communication 
specification, are registered in said registration unit so as to correspond to the memory 
box, if the registered sub-address signal is received, the transmitter information is 
added, and the received information is transferred to the predetermined address. The 
claim is interpreted to mean, that if a plurality of addresses are to receive a transmitted 
document then the transmitted information of the originating unit's information is added 
to the document. Watanabe discloses that the information of originating unit is added 
not the information of any relay units. 

10. Regarding claim 4, Watanabe et al. discloses a communication apparatus 
(facsimile) adapted to perform ring-type multiple-address transmission, said apparatus 
comprising: 

a memory, (fig. 2, #10, column 3, lines 58-59) arranged to store received data; 
a transfer unit (fig. 2, #12 & #13, column 3, lines 27-68) arranged to transfer the 
received data stored in said memory; 
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an identification unit (fig. 2, #12 & #13, column 3, lines 27-68), arranged to 
identify whether or not the received data is data assigned to be subjected to ring-type 
multiple-address processing; and 

a processor (fig. 2, #6, column 2, lines 48-68, column 3, lines 1-4), arranged to 
cause said transfer unit to transfer the received data without adding transmitter 
information if the received data is data assigned to be subjected to ring-type multiple- 
address processing, and to cause the transfer unit to transfer the received data with the 
transmitter information added thereto if the received data is not data assigned to be 
subjected to the ring-type multiple-address processing (column 4, lines 45-55, and 
column 5, lines 40-45). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 6, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 1 , are 
applicable. 

12. With respect to claim 7, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 2, are 
applicable. 

13. With respect to claim 8, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 3, are 
applicable. 

14. With respect to claim 9, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 4, are 
applicable. 

15. With respect to claim 10, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 5, 
are applicable. 
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Conclusion 

1 6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

1 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHAN S PARK whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
2448. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (703) 305-4712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 
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